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At Barnacre Road Primary School, our vision is to provide for our children a broad and 
balanced curriculum which is ambitious for all learners. We aim to ensure that children leave 
our school equipped with the knowledge, skills, cultural capital and qualities to succeed in the 
next stage of their education and to make a positive contribution to their local community 
and society as a whole. 

We believe that it is our duty to make learning fun, engaging, memorable, accessible and 
ambitious for all children, instilling in them a love of learning. 

We take seriously our duty to teach children about the fundamental British Values of mutual 
respect and tolerance, democracy, the rule of law and individual liberty. These values are 
woven through our curriculum so that our learners leave us prepared for life in modern 
Britian. 

 

Religious Education and World Views (RE) at Barnacre Road: Our Intent 

Our RE curriculum aims to develop deep thinkers who are open-minded about religion and 
worldviews. We aim to ensure that our RE curriculum is relevant to pupils, reflecting and 
preparing them for life in modern Britain. Through the scheme, children will secure a deep 
understanding of concepts in order to be able to make connections, ask and respond to 
challenging questions, learn to respect and appreciate worldviews that are different to their 
own and consider their personal preconceptions, responses and views. 

At Barnacre Road, we follow the Kapow scheme of work for Religious Education in years one 
to six. Kapow Primary’s RE scheme of work enables pupils to build their conceptual 
knowledge through studying religions and worldviews locally, nationally and globally in our 
progressive curriculum, enabling them to make links and connections between worldviews, 
develop disciplinary skills and build on their understanding of their positionality in relation to 
their learning.  

By revisiting key ‘big questions’ and building on prior knowledge, pupils will learn about how 
religion and worldviews are lived experiences across the world, consider the impact of 
worldviews on society and have opportunities to consider their personal worldviews. Kapow 
Primary’s RE scheme of work enables pupils to meet the government guidance, which states 
that RE must reflect that ‘the religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian, 
while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions 
represented in Great Britain’.  

 

Religious Education in the EYFS 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Religious Education is delivered to pupils within the 
‘Understanding the World’ part of the EYFS Curriculum. By the end of reception, children will 
learn to: 



•  Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class 

• • Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) 
maps 

More information on Religious Education and Worldviews in EYFS can be found in our EYFS 
Curriculum and associated policies. 

 

Knowledge in our Religious Education Curriculum 

Reflecting the findings of the Ofsted Research review series: religious education (May 2021), 
our scheme has the following three strands running through it:  

✔ Substantive knowledge (conceptual and worldviews related).  

✔ Disciplinary knowledge.  

✔ Personal knowledge.  

These strands are interwoven across all units to create lessons that build children’s 
conceptual knowledge and understanding of religion and worldviews (substantive 
knowledge) and use a range of disciplinary lenses. Children will also be equipped to explore 
and express their preconceptions, personal worldviews and positionality (personal 
knowledge) through varied and engaging learning experiences. The Kapow Primary Religion 
and worldviews scheme follows the spiral curriculum model, where units and lessons are 
carefully sequenced so that previous conceptual knowledge is returned to and built upon. 
Children progress by developing and deepening their knowledge and understanding of 
substantive and disciplinary concepts by experiencing them in a range of contexts. 

Children begin to develop their awareness of religion and worldviews in Key stage 1, 
focusing on conceptual knowledge through the study of a limited range of religions and 
worldviews represented in the UK, including Christianity 

This learning in key stage one supports children in building knowledge they can refer to 
throughout their learning in Key stage two while encountering a greater range of religions 
and worldviews and considering further the diverse nature of religious and non-religious 
lived experience. 

Key Concepts within our RE Curriculum 

Each unit includes overarching ‘big questions’ which will be revisited throughout key stage 
one, lower key stage two and upper key Stage two, allowing children to apply the breadth 
and depth of their learning across various concepts.  

These ‘big questions’ are:  

Why are we here?  



Why do worldviews change?  

What is religion?  

How can worldviews be expressed?  

How do worldviews affect our daily lives?  

How can we live together in harmony if we have different worldviews? 

 Autumn Spring Summer 
Nursery Throughout the year, children will learn to/about: 

The differences between people (and positive attitudes to these) 
Celebrations around the world 
 

Reception • What makes us 
special?  

• What are special 
times? 

• Why are some 
places special? 

• What makes the 
world special? 

• Why are some 
things special? 

• Why are some 
stories special? 

Year 1 • How did the 
World begin? 

• What do some 
people believe 
God looks like? 

• What is God’s 
job? 

• Why should we 
care for the 
world? 

• How do we 
know that new 
babies are 
special? 

• Why should we 
care for others? 

Year 2 • Why do we need 
to give thanks? 

• What do candles 
mean to people? 

• How do we 
know some 
people have a 
special 
connection to 
God? 

• What is a 
Prophet? 

• How do some 
people talk to 
God? 

• Where do some 
people talk to 
God? 

Year 3 • What makes us 
human? 

• Where do our 
morals come 
from? 

• Is scripture 
central to 
religion? 

• What happens if 
we do wrong? 

• Why is water 
symbolic? 

• Why is fire used 
ceremonially? 

Year 4 • Are all religions 
equal? 

• What makes 
some texts 
sacred? 

• Just how 
important are 
our beliefs? 

• Who was Jesus 
really? 

• Why is the Bible 
the best-selling 
book of all time? 

• Does the 
language of 
scripture 
matter? 

 
Year 5 • Why do people 

have to stand up 
• What happens 

when we die? 
(Part 1- 

• Who should get 
to be in charge? 



for what they 
believe in? 

• Why doesn’t 
Christianity 
always look the 
same? 

Abrahamic and 
non-religious 
perspectives 
and the 
importance of 
funerals) 

• What happens 
when we die? 
(Part 2-
reincarnation 
and karma) 

• Why are some 
places in the 
world significant 
to believers? 

Year 6 • Why does 
religion look 
different around 
the world? (Part 
1- Building on 
comparisons 
about the origins 
of the Abrahamic 
religions, children 
discover how 
some religious 
practices are 
observed). 

• Why does 
religion look 
different around 
the world (part 2-
children discover 
the diversity 
within the 
Buddhist, Hindu 
and Sikh 
worldviews).  

• Why is it better 
to be there in 
person? 

• Why is there 
suffering? (Part 
1-Interpreting 
and exploring 
different 
sources of 
wisdom and 
beliefs about 
why there is 
suffering in the 
world).  

• Why is there 
suffering? (Part 
2- children look 
at alternative 
ideas about and 
responses to 
suffering 
through 
scripture, quotes 
and images). 

• What place does 
religion have in 
our world 
today? 

 

Our progression document (appendix 1) details the precise knowledge taught in each unit of 
work. 

 

Implementation 

In the EYFS, Religious Education is taught through a combination of discrete teacher-led 
lessons, through provision and small group activities.  



From year one onwards, Religious Education is taught as a discrete subject discipline for 
approximately one hour per week. Teachers follow the progression guidance from the Kapow 
Scheme of work to plan what will be taught in what order. 

Our Religious Education curriculum has been designed to be a spiral curriculum. This means 
that essential knowledge and skills are revisited in new contexts with a higher degree of 
complexity, allowing pupils to revise and add to their existing knowledge. Teachers are 
familiar with the whole school progression document and revisit prior learning at the 
beginning of, and regularly throughout, units of work. 

A more specific, focused enquiry question frames the learning across each unit. Both the ‘big 
questions’ and the focused enquiry question will allow children to explore the content they 
are studying, make comparisons and links within and across religions and worldviews, and 
explore their personal views. Lessons are designed to be varied, engaging and hands-on, 
allowing children to learn and record their thoughts, answers and ideas in various ways. In 
each lesson, children will participate in activities involving disciplinary and substantive 
concepts, developing their knowledge and understanding of diverse religions and worldviews. 

Knowledge organisers are provided to children for each unit of work. These include key 
knowledge and vocabulary as well as links to prior learning. These are shared with parents via 
our school website. 

Written work is completed in Religious Education exercise books. Practical work is 
photographed and stored on children’s SeeSaw profiles. 

Children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

Our Religious Education curriculum is inclusive and ambitious for all learners and we expect 
that all children should be successful, regardless of any special educational need. All learners 
are given full access to the RE curriculum. Class teachers will adapt teaching inputs and 
provide additional support through scaffolding for any child who requires support. Strategies 
to support children with Special Educational Needs or Disabilities might include adaptation of 
resources, adult support, pre-teaching of vocabulary or content and alternative ways of 
recording understanding. Class teachers are supported by our SENDCo, Mrs Mellor, in 
meeting the needs of all learners. 

More Able Children 

Teachers may identify children as more able in RE, either through end of unit summative 
assessments or through questioning, discussion and formative assessments. We seek to plan 
for specific questioning opportunities which require higher order thinking skills. Children who 
are considered more able in RE may: 

• Understand concepts clearly so that they can apply this understanding to new situations in 
order to make interpretations, develop hypotheses, reach conclusions and explore situations. 

 • Communicate effectively using both the written and spoken word.  

• Have a wide-ranging general knowledge about the world 



Impact 

The expected impact of our curriculum is that children will: 

The expected impact of following the Kapow Primary Religion and worldviews scheme of 
work is that children will:  

● Know and understand religious concepts relating to beliefs, practices, community and 
belonging, and wisdom and guidance.  

● Develop an understanding of the influence of organised and personal worldviews on 
individuals, communities, countries and globally. 

● Understand some of the ways religions and worldviews are studied (disciplinary 
knowledge).  

● Develop understanding of their relationship with the content studied, being able to talk 
about their assumptions and preconceptions (personal knowledge).  

● Build secure vocabulary which allows them to talk confidently and fluently about their 
learning.  

● Answer questions about worldviews through an enquiry-based approach including 
investigating, interpreting, evaluating, applying and expressing.  

● Talk about the similarities and differences between their own and others beliefs with 
respect and open mindedness.  

● Understand the lived experiences of religious and non-religious worldviews to be diverse 
within and between people and communities.  

● Develop an understanding of the ways in which personal and organised worldviews may 
develop and change across time and place.  

The Impact of our curriculum is constantly monitored by class teachers through formative 
and summative assessments. Our scheme of work includes guidance for teachers in assessing 
pupils against learning objectives. Teachers use lesson starters (recaps) to identify gaps in 
children’s knowledge and subsequently plan opportunities to close any identified gaps. 

At the end of each unit of work, assessment quizzes are undertaken and 'knowledge catchers’ 
are completed in order for children to demonstrate what they have learned and 
remembered. At the end of each unit of work, children are assessed based on their 
performance in lessons and summative assessment quizzes and recorded on the school’s 
internal tracking system as working below the expected standard, working at the expected 
standard or exceeding the expected standard. Assessments are moderated in staff teams 
annually. 

Standards of teaching and learning in Religious Education are monitored by the subject 
leader, curriculum leader (deputy headteacher) and the headteacher, as well as the SENDCo 
who will monitor Geography provision for children with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. Monitoring may include: pupil interviews, work scrutiny and lesson observations. 



 

Appendix One. Progression in our Religious Education Curriculum 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


